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Introduction
In Indian culture, a Guru is a divine guide who leads us from the darkness of ignorance to the light of
knowledge. A Guru is not just a teacher imparting education but also an ideal who instills life values and

shapes society. Guru Purnima, celebrated in honor of such Gurus, is a truly inspiring tradition.

On this sacred day, to honor a personality who has made remarkable contributions in the fields of
education, social service, and spirituality in the Sawali taluka, the “Sawali Ratna Award” presentation
ceremony was jointly organized by Rashtrapita Mahatma Gandhi Arts, Commerce and Science College,

Sawali and the Alumni Association of the same college.

Objective of the Program

The main purpose behind instituting this award was —

e To honor individuals who have rendered selfless and consistent service in society, education, or
spirituality

e To inspire the younger generation through their work

o To strengthen the spirit of “True life lies in service” in society

“Action is the real identity — and service is the true means!”

Outline of the Program

The program began with the lighting of the lamp and the garlanding of the portraits of Rashtrapita
Mahatma Gandhi and Late Wamanrao Gaddamwar. The anchor explained the significance of Guru
Purnima and commenced the event.

Afterward, the chief guests, awardee, and dignitaries were welcomed with floral bouquets.



Background and Criteria of the Award

Certain clear criteria were set for this award, which included:
e Atleast 20 years of continuous contribution in social service, education, or spirituality
o Positive impact of their work on society
o Integrity, simplicity, and detachment from politics in personal life
e Minimum age of 50 years and permanent residence of Sawali taluka

A seven-member selection committee was formed based on these criteria. The committee recommended
three eligible names, and the final selection was made by majority decision in a joint meeting of the

Principal and IQAC Coordinator.
Selection Committee:
e Dr. Ashok Khobragade — Head
e  Mr. Prashant Vasade — Member
e Dr. Prerna Modak — Member
e Mr. Vinod Badwaik — Member
e Mr. Ghanshyam Padole — Member
e Mr. Dinkar Mohurle — Member (Alumni Representative)
e Mr. Vaibhav Ainchwar — Member (Alumni Representative)

Introductory Speech

The Principal, Dr. A. Chandramouli, delivered the introductory speech. In his address, he highlighted the
background and significance of the award.

Following this, Dr. Ramchandra Wasekar, Head of the Marathi Department, read out the felicitation note
prepared by the college, which shed light on the life and work of the awardee, Mr. Sudhakar Gadewar.

Award Presentation Ceremony

This year’s “Sawali Ratna Award” was presented to Mr. Sudhakar Gadewar.

“This award is a tribute not to words, but to the actions that build society!”

The awardee was honored on stage with a shawl, coconut, and memento. The audience applauded

warmly with resounding claps.



Acceptance Speech of the Awardee

While expressing his thoughts humbly, the awardee said:

“Whatever I did for society, I considered it my duty. This honor is the true recognition of my work. This
award is a new responsibility, a new source of inspiration.”

The experiences from his life journey deeply moved the audience.

Guidance by the Chief Guest
The inaugurator of the program, Dr. V. G. Atakare, in his speech remarked:
“The value of those who work for society cannot be expressed merely in words; it is seen in their

actions. Today’s award is an honor for true servants of society. Society is built by such individuals.”

Presidential Address
The program was presided over by Hon. Rajabal Patil Sangidwar, Secretary of Bharat Shikshan Prasarak
Mandal, Sawali. In his presidential address, he expressed satisfaction over Mr. Sudhakar Gadewar being

chosen for the award and also elaborated on several social initiatives undertaken by the awardee.

Vote of Thanks
At the end of the program, Dr. Ashok Khobragade, Head of the Award Coordination Committee,
extended heartfelt thanks to all dignitaries, guests, journalists, students, and members of the organizing

committee.
“Every successful event is illuminated by the beacon of collective efforts!”

The entire program was conducted in a very harmonious, inspiring, and emotional atmosphere. This
honor bestowed upon a selfless social servant will surely inspire the younger generation. It was
expressed that this tradition would be continued in the coming years, and many more dedicated

individuals would be honored.
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